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must not say a word of it to your wife/' The serpent did
as he had said, and so departed. But the young man thereby
acquired the gift of understanding, what the animals said. He
heard them talking; he laughed, but he spoke of it to nobody.
One day he went to his fields, riding on his ass, while
the ox drew the plough. The ox looked disdainfully at the
ass and said to him, " As for you, you are naught but an
idler; you walk about, whereas I am yoked to this heavy
plough.31 At that the lad burst out laughing.
The time came for him to marry ; a wife was found for
him, and the pair lived together.
One day some birds came and perched on the trees of
the yard while the fowls were pecking at the corn on the
ground. " The fowls are lucky/' said the birds ; " people set
food out for them, whereas when we go to eat in the fields,
they drive us away." At hearing that, the man laughed.
Then his wife grew angry and said to him, " You are always
mocking me because you find me ugly." " Not at all," said
he, "I am not mocking you, I am only laughing." She
would not listen to him and went into the house. He followed
her. The cat was there at the time.
A cock came and began to peck at the crumbs on the
floor. The cat said to him, " Are you not ashamed to come
into the room and gobble while the master is having a tiff
with his wife ? " " Not a bit," replied the cock, " I am not
at all ashamed. Why should I bother ? What are they
wrangling about ? " " O, she is vexed," said the cat, " be-
cause he is always laughing. He understands what we say,
and she thinks that he is laughing at her. It is in vain that
he defends himself. She is nettled at him." On hearing
this talk the husband began to laugh. His wife burst into
tears, saying, " Why do you think me such a silly ? There
you are, laughing at me again ! " " Not at all," said he;
" when I married you, did not I choose you just because
you are pretty and clever ? "
The cock said to the cat, " Among us, when a couple fall
out, the husband takes a stick and brings his wife into a
better frame of mind." Hearing these words the man went
to look for a rod, and as his wife continued to taunt him
with mocking her, he beat her soundly. " Pray forgive me,"